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The chapel
at First
Christian
Church in
Bartlesville is
shown. A
declining
membership
is forcing the
church to
shut down,
with a
pending
agreement
with the city
to take over
the building.
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of understanding allows the city to lease
the church building for one year, starting
July 1, paying $1 plus the building’s operational costs. In the interim, the city will
conduct a feasibility study, approved and
funded in the Dec. 6 meeting, to assess
the market for a local conference center
and whether the church building would
be the best ﬁt. If the city moves forward
using the building as a conference center,
it would secure ﬁnancing and First Christian Church would donate the building at
the end of the lease.
Councilmembers asked that more details be spelled out explicitly in the document, like outlining insurance, to smooth
challenges down the road. An updated
version of the agreement will be discussed at a future city council meeting.

Future of services, sentimental
items
Until the ﬁnal service, there will still
be regular Sunday services, which currently average about 20 attendees, Payne
said. There is also a long to-do list before
the closure, she said, including planning
what the ﬁnal service will look like and
determining what to do with the building’s furniture and equipment used to
perform services.
Some items will be sold in an estate
sale, while others that could be considered historical will be oﬀered to the Bartlesville History Museum. A few items,

such as a quilt made for FCC’s 100-year
anniversary and the church’s communion wear, that might hold sentimental
value for members, will be made available for purchase. Laws regarding the religious and nonproﬁt status of churches
impact what can be given away versus
sold to members.
“It’s really been a thoughtful process.
We’re trying to decide what things need
special attention,” Payne said.
Then there are the church’s ﬁnances
— large endowments that will not be
needed when First Christian Church is no
longer operational. The funds will be distributed to other ministries and nonprofits throughout Bartlesville, she said.
“That way, even though we don’t have
a congregation, we’re still doing ministry
with the resources we have,” Payne said.
While there is still a lot of planning left
for the logistical side of closing the
church, Payne said the close-knit congregation also is processing the loss of
the place where they grew up and experienced many of life’s major milestones —
baptisms, weddings, funerals.
“We all know the church isn’t the
building, the people are the church —
that’s the old saying. But it’s really tough
when you have so many memories associated with a particular place,” Payne
said. “It’s like a death. There’s a grief
there that you’re losing something that’s
really signiﬁcant in your life. But I think
the members are feeling really hopeful
now because they feel the resources of
the church are going to be put to very
good use, and we are going to be able to
leave a legacy that will continue the ministry for First Christian.”
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“When you consider
the lifestyle and financial
burdens of glaucoma

medications and their
negative impact on a
patient’s quality of life, the
ability to remove the number
of medications required to
control glaucoma, or in some
cases eliminate the need for
medications altogether, can
make a huge difference to
a patient,” commented Dr.
Khaimi.
“Many patients are
intolerant to, or noncompliant with medications.
Decreasing the medication
burden while maintaining
low and controlled IOP
is a glaucoma specialist’s
dream come true and greatly
contributes to improved
patient quality of life.”
Dr. Khaimi continues,
“This study validates that
shifting the glaucoma
treatment paradigm away
from long-term use of
topical medications towards
a restoration of the eye’s
natural outflow is a viable
option and achieves
comparable outcomes.
This is a game changer for
glaucoma patients.”
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the world.”
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WINTER GARAGE DOOR
BLOWOUT

SALE

$200

A1 FROM DAY 1

OFF

*

Great service!
Colton was very
friendly, efﬁcient and
professional. Highly
recommend them for
any garage service you
need.”
– Ben C. Edmond, OK

BEST PRICES

BEST PARTS

ANY NEW
GARAGE
DOOR

* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call for details.
Must present this ad to redeem offer. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or past purchases. Exp. 12/31/2021

12 MONTHS

BEST WARRANTY

FINANCING THROUGH

NO INTEREST*

* Subject to
credit approval,
restrictions apply
call for details.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1.Energy efﬁcient doors save you $$$
2.Tighter door security keeps you safe
3.Weather & critter protection
4.Upgraded curb appeal
5.Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends – No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service •
Military, AAA, Senior, AARP Discounts • Residential • Doing Business Since 1998
• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS
GARAGE DOOR TUNE
UP SPECIAL

99

$

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!
With this coupon. Not valid with other
offers or prior purchases
Expires. 12/31/2021

FREE

ESTIMATES
With this coupon. Not valid with other
offers or prior purchases
Expires. 12/31/2021

SERVICING GREATER OKC AREA
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$

100 OFF

REPLACE AN
EXISTING OPENER

With this coupon. Not valid with other
offers or prior purchases
Expires. 12/31/2021

$

75 OFF

SPRING
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Expires. 12/31/2021
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